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January 8, 2007 
 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 

To: Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Stakeholders and Interested 
Persons 

 
From:   City of Los Angeles  

 Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering  
Environmental Management Group 

 1149 S. Broadway, Suite 700 
 Los Angeles, CA 90015-2213 
 

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
 

The City of Los Angeles (City), Bureau of Engineering (BOE), is the Lead Agency and will 
prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project identified below. The City is 
proposing to seismically strengthen and improve the Glendale–Hyperion Viaduct complex in the 
Atwater area of the City (see Figure 1, Project Vicinity). The City is requesting input from 
responsible agencies, trustees, and other interested parties on the scope and content of the 
proposed Project relevant to the statutory responsibilities of responsible and trustee agencies’ 
and the concerns of interested organizations and persons. Using the information obtained 
through this public process, the City will prepare an EIR to analyze the environmental impacts of 
the proposed Project and alternatives. The contents of this NOP have been prepared in 
accordance with Section 15082 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.  
 
The Glendale-Hyperion Viaduct complex (shown in Figure 2, Project Location) consists of the 
following structures: 
 
� Hyperion Avenue Bridge over the Los Angeles River (53C-1881) 
� Hyperion Avenue Bridge over Riverside Drive (53C-1882) 
� Hyperion Avenue Bridge over I-5 (53-1069) 
� Southbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge over the Los Angeles River (53C-1883) 
� Northbound Glendale Boulevard Bridge over the Los Angeles River (53C-1884)  
� Waverly Drive Bridge (Bridge Number 53C-1179) 

 
The maximum credible earthquake event for the project area is a magnitude 7.5 event. 
The existing viaduct was not designed to withstand such an earthquake and is therefore 
seismically deficient. In addition, existing geometric configurations of the several complex 
components, do not meet current design standards for operational safety. As part of the 
Highway Bridge Program, the City evaluated the condition of the Viaduct complex. The 
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Sufficiency Rating of the existing complex was determined to be 72, which classifies the 
complex as “functionally obsolete” under the FHWA ranking criteria. To address these 
issues, the proposed Project would be comprised of the following improvements: 
 
� Seismically strengthen the Viaduct complex structures. 
� Improve Hyperion Avenue by adding a center median to physically separate 

northbound and southbound traffic, consolidate the two sidewalks along Hyperion 
Avenue into a single sidewalk along the west side of the complex, add a 
pedestrian crosswalk across southbound Glendale Boulevard at the northern end 
of the bridge, and restripe the travel lanes to provide new lane widths (12-foot wide 
inner lanes and 14-foot wide curb lanes. 

� Widen the northbound and southbound Glendale Boulevard bridges over the Los 
Angeles River by approximately 8 feet. 

� Replace the railings along both Glendale Boulevard viaducts, along Hyperion 
Avenue, and along the Waverly Bridge with replicas that more closely resemble 
the original railing systems. 

� Realign the existing I-5 northbound off-ramp to Glendale Boulevard to connect with 
northbound Glendale Boulevard south of the current exit. 

� Add a connector from northbound Glendale Boulevard to the bike path along the 
Los Angeles River. 

� Construct an observation overlook to the east of the Viaduct complex that extends 
from the bike path.  

 
Potential impacts associated with the proposed Project include: 
� Air Quality  
� Biological Resources 
� Cultural Resources 

 
An analysis of potential environmental effects is provided in an Initial Study Checklist, which can 
be viewed or obtained at the following locations: 
 
1. Bureau of Engineering, Bridge Program, 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 350, Los Angeles CA, 

90012 
 
 Contact: Wallace E. Stokes at (213) 202-5580, fax: (213) 202-5518 
 
Due to the time limits mandated by state law, your response must be sent at the earliest 
possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. 
 
Please send your response to:  
 
Wallace E. Stokes 
City of Los Angeles 
Public Works, Bureau of Engineering 
Bridge Program 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 350  
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Wallace Stokes (213) 202-5580. We would 
appreciate the name, telephone number, and e-mail address for the person to contact if we have 
any questions regarding your comment. 

 
Prepared By:          Date: January 8, 2007  

Wallace E. Stokes 
 
 
Approved By:  Gary Moore, P.E. 
    City Engineer 
 
 

By:      Date:     
   Ara Kasparian, Ph.D., Manager 

    Environmental Management Group 
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Figure 1
Project Vicinity Map
Glendale-Hyperion 
Structures (53C-1881, 
53C-1883, and 53C-1884)
Rehabilitation and Seismic 
Retrofit Design
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Source: Thomas Guide, Page 594, LA and Orange Counties, 2003
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